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Builder Orlan Sorensen's plan was bold: to construct the largest, most techno-
logically sophisticated home ever marketed on Montana's Flathead Lake—and
to do it on spec. | was taking a chance=it was much more house than had ever
been for sale on the lake before,” Orlan admits. “But | had a feeling the market

was ready for it.” Orlan was right.

The project began in 1998, when Orlan, owner
of Whitefish, Montana-based construction compi-
nies Lincoln Log Homes and Landmark Builders,
purchased the 4 1°2-acre waterfront property that
wias once the summer residence of Charles Conrad,
a Kalispell, Montana, founding father. Orlan planned
an B.580-square-foor alpine-style log home with

But Michael, his wife, Ellise, and their yvoung son
spend most of their family time in the intimate
gathering room, which is open ta the kitehen and
includes an informal eating area and an iwiting
ledgestone fireplace, one of five in the house,

The home's high-teoh

features—vital elements as  ENTRANCING ENTRY,

amenities ranging from a 1L,000-square-foot Hrnn!: Tar gs Michaels _m_m:emed— mzw larch
room to an S00-bottle, temperature-controlled wine  include CAT-5 digical direct the eye up to a
cellar. In 2002, Orlan placed the house for sale, post-  wiring for the home theater  brapezoid-shaped window
ing photos of it on his web site. Then he waited, and the Internet. A com- that offers a taste of the
Great FoOMm's og DRSS sys-

Michae! Coit, a retired real estate and onergy
investor and an avid boater, was looking for a vaca-

puter-controlled Vantage
lighting system offers fea-

tem. To break up the
straight lings of the house,

tion home, Michael's sister-in-law urged him to tures ranging from sensops ~ the eaves are notched. The
id ing in the Flathead avea. Michael had  in the great room ceilin SRR
eonsider buying in thead area. Michae _F{"‘“ s E‘_ made of wood reclaimed
never heard of Flathead Lake, but his interest was  that increase light intensity  fram a Seagram's distill=
piqued when he learned the 35-mile-long body of when clouds pass by 1o ery; the wood still bears
water is the largest natural freshwater lake west of  pressure sensors under the the holes used for wash-
ars, reds and screws.

the Mississippi. And when Michael saw photos of
Orlan's striking log house, he was all but hooked,
=1 liked that it's large, beesuse T knew I'd have a lot
of guesta,” Michael says. *T also loved the apen lay-
out with ita spectacular lake views”™ He put a pre-
liminary conteact on it before he saw it in person.

When Michee! finally toured the house, he was
delighted, and its log construction sealed the deal.
“The logs give it a tremendous amount of warmth
that you just don't get in & conventional home,” he
notes. You get a terrific feeling
with this house—it's like vou go H
back in time."

The four-bedpoom homes exte
pior % Tull Iy, a8 are many of its
interior walls, though some wre
hand-trowelad plaster with faux fin-
ishes, One of the mest striking uses
of wood is in the great room, which
has a unique parallel-cord log truss
system that peaks at 24 feet.
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master bedroom enrpeting
that trigger & softly lit path forr aightrime
visibility.

The home alzo has four exterior live cameras.
Both the lighting and camera svstems can be con-
trodled from amywhere vie the Internet. “Whale 1
was in [taly, [ could log on o the Internet to soe
what was going on in Montana,” says Michael,

He and Elise hosted 200 guests for their nieee’s
pro-wedding party last summer, but normally they
don™ use their home for formal
entertaining. As Michael notos,
“Montana i o peins-and-shorts
type of plves”™ They prefer in-
mate dinoer parties and, despite
its size, the home's warm charpe-
ter works well for such small
gacherings. “You walk in and get
such an at-home feeling,” Michac
says. “It's a big house, but it's
comfortable”™ ¥
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